HOW TO USE
YOUR MACHINE

KNITTAX 1000 HOBBYSTRICKER

8MM GAUGE KNITTING MACHINE

Knittox 1000

The Knittax 1000 Hobby Stricker is an uncommon machine which appears (by its name) to
have been sold in Germany. It is made in Japan and has a needlebed identical to the
Brother KX-350 needlebed - but with black trim.

The carriage is identical to a Brother KX-395 knitting machine carriage but it has a dark
brown trim. The addition of a KX-395 carriage on a KX-350 needlebed means this machine
is capable of automatic plating and automatic intarsia.

The manual issued with the Knittax 1000 is identical to the manual issued for the KX-390
but it comes with a sticker, warning the user to ignore the gatepeg instructions throughout
the manual which may cause confusion.

As the accompanying manual contains instruction for the KX-390 convertible knitting
machine, it therefore follows that the garment patterns in the issued manual must also be
ignored because they are for 4.5mm & 9mm gauge sweaters.

This revamped Knittax 1000 Hobbystricker manual, includes three 8mm gauge garment
patterns and an extra three pages of instruction for the additional patterning capability.
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HOW TO USE YOUR MACHINE
1 SETTING UP YOUR MACHINE

—
¢ ‘ | I
Tension Rod
Tension Row Counter C
S !
Yarn Rest

Tension Rod Stand

A\ N
Raise the Carriage
Handle.

Set the Row
Counter into

Insert the Tension Rod Stand into
the centre hole.

Pull out the Table Clamp and
turn it until becomes vertical.
* You can replace the Table
Clamp in the reverse way. Fasten the Table Clamps.




2 MACHINE

Tension

Rear Yarn Guide

Yarn Clip

Part Lever

Rear Rail

Yarn Rest NEEDLE
Latch Stem Butt
Hook
Stitch Tension Dial l
st Holding Cam Lever
3 ACCESSORIES
(—>

Transfer Tools

NN _n_n _n n
—w 8 U U

Needle Pusher
Claw Weights (}3

Silicone Oil

Latchet Tool

Tapestry Needle



4 BEFORE KNITTING

RELEASING AND SETTING THE CARRIAGE

RELEASING

Carriage Release Button

Push the Carriage Release Button and lift the Car-
riage up towards you.

SETTING
Method 1

Method 2

Carriage Stopper Pin

S
Slide the Carriage onto the needlebed. Ensure that
the Rear Foot has engaged the Rear Rail. When
the Carriage stops against the Carriage Stopper
Pin, raise the front part alittle to clear the Stopper
Pin.

NEEDLE POSITIONS

~

—2

mo @ »

“

Rear Foot

l {

Sinker Ha.tfj

(.
Ensure needles are in A position. Push the Car-
riage Release Button and hook the Sinker Plate
onto the Gate Peg, then fix the Rear foot onto
the Rear Rail.

A position ... Non-working position. Even if you
operate the Carriage, the needles do not work.

B position ... Working position. Used for general
knitting purposes.

D position ... Upper working position. You select
the needles to this position in pattern knitting such
as skip stitch.

E position ... Holding position. Used for shaping
e. g. necklines, shoulders darts and pull-up (tuck)
stitch patterning.

* When you set the needles to B or D position,



TENSION DIAL

1 1

-

This dial is graduated from 0 to 10. With this dial
you can alter the size and tension of your stitches.
0 is the tight tension (i. e. the smallest stitch) and
10 is the loosest tension (i. e. the largest stitch).
You should adjust the dial to a higher or lower
number according to the thickness and type of
yarn you are using.

Lower tension knitting  Higher tension knitting

Weight of yarn gie:losl':;ftlienl;ded Tension
380 m/100 g 1-3
220 m/100 g 4-6
160-m/100 g 7-9

As there are so many different types of yarn, it is
impossible for us to tell you which Tension Dial
Setting you should use. You must decide for your-
self which is correct for your yarn by working
sample swatches. Use the information above as a
rough guide only.

PART LEVERS AND HOLDING CAM LEVERS

Part Lever

N For normal knitting. When the Part Lever
is set at N, needles at B, D, and E positions
are knit,

P For skip stitch pattern and multi colour
skip stitch pattern. When the Part Lever is
set at P, needles at D and E positions are
knit,

Holding Cam Lever

N ..... For normal knitting. When the Holding
Cam Lever is set at N, needles at B, D, and
E positions are knit.

| BT To knit neck line, or for partial knitting
and pull-up stitch pattern. When the Hold-
ing Cam Lever is set at H, needles at B and
D positions are knit.

The right Lever works when the Carriage moves rightward.
The left Lever works when the Carriage moves leftword.



PREPARING THE YARN

When you are new to machine knitting, you are advised to start with new yarn which is smooth and of

reasonably good quality.

( N Pull the yarn from the
center of a ball.

(- J

You had better rewind the yarn using the wool
winder, if you can get it.

CAST-ON COMB

If you are using more than 65 needles you will
need both pieces of the Cast-on Comb, push them
together as illustrated.

RUBBER WHEELS

Before you knit, always make sure that the centre
two rubber wheels are in non-working position
and outer ones are in working position,

Only when knitting intarsia, put the rubber
wheels into reverse positions (refer to page 49).

5 . )

Coned yarn is available
from some shops, this
has been  specially
wound ready for ma-
chine knitting. Use the
yarn from the outside
of the cone. -

—




5 START TO KNIT (Tension Swatch)

We will knit the tension swatch as a practice. The tension swatch is the basis for calculating the number of
stitches and rows required. The swatch is a sample piece knitted in exactly the same way as the finished
garment will be knitted. This example shows the tension swatch for 1 LADY'S SWEATER (page 14)
(stocking stitch).

Please prepare two yarns.

Main yarn: yarn to knit the garment

Waste yarn: different coloured yarn, you can use end of ball pieces for this, in a similar weight.

1 Thread the yarn in the order as shown

@ Making sure the yarn is free flowing. Pass it
through the Rear Yarn Guide sliding through
the eyelet.

@ Hold the yarn as shown and pull it down so
that the yarn goes under the Tension Pin.

@ Lay the yarn over the Yarn Guide Hook and
slide into Loop. Take-up Spring

@ Holding the yarn in one hand, pull the Take-up
Spring down and hook the yarn into the Loop.

Yarn Guide Hook

® Clip the yarn under the Yarn Clip until it is @
needed for knitting.

@ Set the arrow mark according
to the thickness of yarn.
» +380 m/100 g (Weight of yarn)|
» €220 m /100 g
»—160 m/100 g

Thread the waste yarn into the left-hand Ten-
sion Unit in the same way.

|
Yarn Clip

2 Arrange the needles

1 "\ Push the required needles to B position with the
‘, flat side of the Needle Pusher, 20 needles each side
N of the centre — 40 needles in all — are needed for
1 this tension swatch.
| T}
WY RALA)

|

| |

20 20




3 Pull the Carriage across the

needle bed:-

W Move the Carriage across the needlebed a few
times to align the needles, ending with the Car-
riage on the left. Make sure the Carriage clears the
end needle before you move it back in the other
direction.

L,

4 Take every other needle back to A position

~

t

~

>

5 Set the Carriage:-

Set the Tension Dial according to the thickness of the yarn. *Refer to
p. 5. *(In this example, 6)

L_part Lever ... N (normal knitting), the Part Levers on each side of the
Carriage towards the back.

Holding Cam Lever ... N (normal knitting), the Holding Cam Levers on

each side of the Carriage towards you.

6 Set the Row Counter to 000 by turning the dials in the
direction shown on the Row Counter

Take the main yarn out of the Yarn Clip, holding
it with one hand about 30cm from the end and
the other hand 10cm from the yarn end, push it
to the back of the Yarn Feeder as shown.




8Holding the yarn end gently, slowly pull the Carriage across
the needles to the right.

Once you feel the needles catch the yarn, you can
release the end of yarn.

/) V) S —
v
T
pie— MENM YN
—

aHS_sis-

\ J

-

The yarn is caught on the needles in B position.

9 Hook the Cast-on Comb over the loops

-

Hold the Cast-on Comb with the hooks facing the
machine and hang it over the loops evenly at the
same time lift the yarn between the Carriage and
needlebed over the Cast-on Comb as illustrated.

Hook the loose yarn under the Yarn Clip on the
Cast-on Comb.

\

7 If the needles come out of B position because yarn
tension is too tight, push them back to B position.

) Hang the Claw Weight onto the slit of the Cast-on
Comb.




1 O Bring forward the empty needles to B position using the
flat side of the Needle Pusher

—

Don't forget to bring forward the end 20th needle
to B position.

17 Continue knitting until the Row Counter reads 010

(i

~

Make sure the Carriage
clears the knitting before
you return it.

.

Ensure that you knit at an even speed — this gives
an even tension.

J

12 Knit two rows in waste yarn

.

Yarn Rest

1) Take the yarn out of the Yarn Feeder and
hook it onto the Yarn Rest.

*Yarn in right-hand Tension Unit is hooked onto
the Yarn Rest at the right-hand side of the ma-
chine, and yarn in left-hand Tension Unit is
hooked onto the Yarn Rest at the left-hand side
of machine.

2) Take the waste yarn out of the Yarn Clip on
the Tension Rod and thread the waste yarn
into the Yarn Feeder. Knit two rows. Row
Counter reads 012. Cut the waste yarn and
place into the Yarn Clip on the Tension Rod.

10




Re-thread the main yarn. To avoid loops at end of work,
take up any slack by pulling the main yarn back through

Tension Unit. Knit 15 rows. The Row Counter reads 027.
027

T Y
WALy
ALY =

= ;*3‘

14 Cut two pieces of waste yarn (approx. 10 cm) to use as
marker threads and place them onto the needles

~

Bring forward 11th needle on each side of centre
to E position., Hook a short piece of waste yarn

onto the two needles and make a stitch by bring-
ing back the needles to B position.

@@ Knit 15 rows in main yarn. The Row
Counter reads 042,

\

15 Knit two rows in waste yarn (Refer to step 12)

@@@ The Row Counter reads 044.

16 Re-thread the main yarn and knit 10 rows

g@@ The Row Counter reads 054.

11



17 Remove the knitting from the machine:-

s Y

o))

B
<o &= c>

- J

—
=i

J)
G0 e v TR

;-

-

-

Remove the Claw Weights and the Cast-on Comb.
Take the yarn out of the Yarn Feeder and cut it.
Put the main yarn into the Yarn Clip on the Ten-
sion Rod.

Move the empty Carriage slowly across the needles
holding the knitting in one hand to release the
knitting.

r I

. )

-

After releasing from the machine the tension
swatch is often stretched sideways, pull it length-
wise 2 or 3 times to release stretch.

1 8 Press the swatch:-

12

Pat the swatch lightly with your palm to make it
even.

Press the swatch according to the yarn label on a
blocking surface.

NOTE:

Never press the iron too hard on the swatch. |f the
ends are rolling inwards and you find it hard to
make it settle, with the wrong side facing, use the
pins to hold it in place before you press.

Leave the swatch on flat surface for 2 or 3 hours

to give the yarn time to settle.

1) Measure the length of 30 rows (between rows
knitted in waste yarn)

2) Measure the width of 20 stitches (between the
2 waste yarn stitches)

3) Calculate and determine the number of the
stitches and the number of rows for 10 cm.

EXAMPLE: 20 stitches measures 10.5 cm
30 rows measures 10.7 cm
20 + 10.5 = 1.9 stitches/cm
30+ 10.7 = 2.8 rows/cm
1.9 x 10 = 19 stitches
2.8 x 10 =28 rows



20 Regulate the tension swatch

If you have the same stitches and rows as the tension given for the patterns in this book, you can follow
the patterns as they appear. If you have more stitches and rows than the tension given, your work is too
tight and you should try again using Tension Dial one point bigger. If you have too few stitches and rows,
your work is too loose and you should try again using Tension Dial one point smaller. Tension squares
show the measurement of stitches across, and length of rows. |f you have to choose between the two, the
width tension is the more important. The length can usually be adjusted providing the pattern stitches are
not based on a given number of rows which cannot be changed. (i. e. a set number of pattern repeats).

R FUL NOTE S er—— e e e |
Ensure that you have enough yarn to complete the row and it does not run out in the middle.

( T\ Always start a new ball of yarn at the beginning
‘ of a row.

Knot the yarn end

at the edge of the
knitting.

. i

If the Cast-on Comb is not hanging on the knitting or the knitting becomes too long, rehang the Cast-on
Comb. If the edge of your knitting is tighter or doesn’t knit properly, hang the Claw Weights on both
edges of the actual knitting. Rehang the Weights evenly 20 rows or so.

13



LADY’S SWEATER

SIZE: To fit 96 cm bust
FINISHED MEASUREMENT: 108 cm
MATERIALS: 50% wool 50% viscose

200 metres/100g ... 750 g

TENSION: stocking stitch
10 cm/19 stitches, 28 rows <4 -

-

Joz

V5 by
> {4

L

26 cm (50 stitches)

~n
I 14 cm 14 cm
{ (26sts.)
| ,
} LW 4
| BACK/FRONT
[—

— e
54 cm (102 sts.)

)
{22 em

26 s1s.) |(60 rows)

29 em
(80 rows)

25 cm
(70 rows)

7em

(Tension Dial 6) -
-
| - ~
' DIAGRAMS

(20 rows x 2)

All measurements are given in cms. Figures in brackets show stitches and rows.

58 cm (110 sts.)

40cm (111 rows)

7 cm (20 rows x 2)

B ————

32 cm (60 sts.)

1

Tl
\ J

Place the Carriage at the left-hand side of the
needlebed. Push 102 needles into B position using
the flat side of the Needle Pusher.

Using the Needle Pusher, push back to A position
every other needle. Set the Tension Dial to 2.

14
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Knit 1 row with the waste yarn.

Hang the Cast-on Comb and the Claw Weights.
Place the end of the yarn under the Yarn Clip.
Push into B position the end needle at right adja-
cent to needles in B position,

Knit a few rows ending with Carriage at the right.
Cut the waste yarn.

Set Row Counter to 000.

Change to main yarn and knit 40 rows — double
length of hem.

Push into B position empty needles across work.

HOW TO MAKE 1 x 1 MOCK RIB

Remove any Weights and the Comb. Using the
Transfer Tool, pick up the first stitch of the first
row worked in main yarn and place it onto the
end needle.

15
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B
80 rows|

Yarn marker

€D & c2
T

e

= Yarn marker

Work across the row in the same manner, placin
stitches onto corresponding empty needles.

Rehang the Cast-on Comb and the Claw Weights
Ensure that needles are in a straight line across
the needlebed.

Set the Tension Dial to 6. Set the Row Counte:
to 000.

Knit 70 rows to underarm.

PLACE A WASTE YARN MARKER AT EACH
END OF WORK

Push end needles of work into D position. Place :
piece of waste yarn into the hook of each enc
needle. Push them back to B position.

Knit 80 rows to shoulder/neck edge until the
Row Counter reads 150.

16



16

11

=5

Place a waste yarn marker onsinker loops between
25 and 26 each side of centre to show neck open-
ing. Push the Latchet Tool through the loop of
the stitch and place a piece of waste yarn into the
hook of the Latchet Tool. Pull the Latchet Tool
towards you so that the latch closes catching the
waste yarn.

Change to waste yarn and knit a few rows.

RELEASE GARMENT FROM THE MACHINE

Break the waste yarn and remove it from the Yarn
Feeder. Remove any Weights and the Comb.
Move the Carriage across the needlebed holding the
garment in one hand and it will be released from
the machine.

Push back empty needles to A position leaving the
centre 50 needles at B position. Place the Car-
riage at the right-hand side. Replace the stitches
between waste yarn markers at neck edge onto
these needles wrong side facing you. Rehang the
Comb and the Weights.



18 b ! b Set the Row Counter to 000. Using the main yarn,

I @ knit 60 rows for collar.
- 2 T RIn S

| Cast off using a transfer tool. *Refer to p. 52*

19(

( ) Work in the same way as BACK.

SLEEVES

1 ( ) Place the Carriage at the left-hand side of the
needlebed. Push 60 needles into B position using
TNARA

the flat side of the Needle Pusher. Using the
Lh[” Needle Pusher, push back to A position every
other needle. Set Tension Dial to 2.

Knit 1 row with waste yarn. Hang the Cast-on
Comb and the Claw Weight. Place the end of the
yarn under the Yarn Clip. Push into B position
the end needle at right adjacent to needles in B
position.

18



3 f ) Knit a few rows ending with Carriage at the right.

4 ( ~ ] Set Row Counter to 000.
1 8 2 8 3%'
=
- J/
5( | Change to main yarn and knit 40 rows — double
length of hem.

(LECT T TTTAEErrRnrriTyTy

[T T

Push into B position empty needles across work.

HOW TO MAKE 1 x 1 MOCK RIB

Remove the Weight and Comb. Using the Transfer
Tool, pick up the first stitch of the first row worked
in main yarn and place it onto the end needle.
Work across the row in the same manner, placing
stitches onto corresponding empty needles.
Rehang the Cast-on Comb and the Claw Weights.
Ensure that needles are in a straight line across
the needlebed.

Set the Tension Dial to 6. Set the Row Counter
to 000.

Knit 3 rows, bring forward to B position empty
needle adjacent to work at the same side as Car-
riage. *Refer to Method 1 page 48.*




MAKE-UP

1

r

20

Knit 1 row, bring forward to B position empty
needle adjacent to work at the same side as Car-

riage.

Repeat steps 9 and 10 which is called increasing,
until the Row Counter reads 101. There are 110
stitches. Knit more 10 rows without increasing.
The Row Counter reads 111, Break the yarn leav-
ing a length of approximately 3 times the knitting
width.

Change to waste yarn, knit a few rows and release
the work from the machine.

BLOCK AND PRESS

1) Remove the waste yarn for 1 x 1 mock rib.
* Refer to page 51.*

2) Place garment pieces, wrong side up on a block-
ing surface and gently coax into the right shape
and size.

3) Avoiding the mock rib pin each piece to sur-
face and press.

4) Turn over and gently press on the right side.

JOIN SHOULDERS

1) With the right side of the FRONT facing you,
fold the waste knitting towards you, pick up
stitches from shoulder and place them onto
needles.



44

l 2

LTI

5)

~

110 stitches

[ D

------

LTI
R e—

right side
yarn marker

yarn marker

YT

- 21 —

Push the needles into E position holding the
knitting against the needlebed.

With the wrong side of the BACK facing you,
fold the waste knitting away from you, pick
up the stitches from shoulder and place them
into the hooks of the same need|es.

Push all the needles back to B position. The
stitches in the needle hooks will be pulled
through the stitches already on the needles to
make a single stitch on each needle.

Using a Tapestry Needle bind off all stitches.
*Refer to page 54.*

Remove the waste knitting for shoulder.

| ATTACH SLEEVES TO BODICE

wn | "
o b

Push 110 needles into B position.

With the right side facing you, pick up stitches
evenly along armhole edge between waste yarn
markers and place them onto needles.



3

N

SLEEVE

2)

Push the needles into E position.

With the wrong side of the SLEEVE facing
you, place stitches from sleeve head into nee-
dle hooks.

Push the needles back to B position in order
to make a single stitch.

Using a Tapestry Needle bind off all stitches.
* Refer to page 54.*

Remove the waste knitting for sleeve.

JOIN SEAMS *Refer to page 55.*

1)

5)

Place two seam edges side by side, wrong side
up. Begin at the first row of mock rib. Using
mattress stitch close cuff seam, first on the in-
side and then on the outside.

Mattress stitch to underarm.

Mattress stitch SLEEVE seams.

Mattress stitch COLLAR seams from the
wrong side.

Sew in yarn ends, *Refer to page 55.*

Press lightly from the wrong side. Turn work over
to the right side and give a light press.



LADY'S SWEATER

SIZE: To fit 96 cm bust
FINISHED MEASUREMENT: 108 cm

MATERIALS: 75% viscose 15% cotton 10%
linen 150 m/100 g ... 700 g

TENSION: Stocking stitch
10 cm/18 stitches, 24 rows
(Tension Dial 7)

—

( R
DIAGRAMS
All measurements are given in cms. Figures in bracket show stitches and rows.
1Scm 18 cm 16em
(27 :tryf'e‘u_)'.(n m).__(77_mL
9cm ! 58 cm (104 sts )
{22 rowsl! ) - —_—
I ?7““ )
: 29 cm (70 rows) i o
|
| SLEEVE
BACK | FRONT 139 em
| cm | 194 rows)
: 5 sts.)
1 25 cm (60 rows)
| 32 em (58 sts.) J
54 ¢cm (96 ss.)
: ! 3em
| T 3cm (9 rows x 2} (9 rovex 2}
: ;cm 139::1-1
47 cm (85 sts.)
A =
BACK
1( $ h | Place the Carriage at the left-hand side of the
2= »l : needlebed. Push 96 needles into B position using
2 L.i__ ! I the flat side of the Needle Pusher.
il [f
& 48 48 b,
2( o ") Using the Needle Pusher, push back to A position
# / every other needle. Set Tension Dial to 7.
T
l i i i ‘ I 1 A\” 1|
| it
‘ |

23



Knit 1 row with the waste yarn.

Hang the Cast-on Comb and the Claw Weights.
Place the end of the yarn under the Yarn Clip.
Push into B position empty needles across work.

Knit a few rows ending with Carriage at the right.

Set Row Counter to 000.

Change to main yarn. Knit 60 rows to underarm.

Cast off 5 stitches at right, knit 1 row. Cast off 5
stitches at left in the same manner. *Refer to
Method 3 page 47.

Knit 69 rows to neck edge until the Row Counter
reads 130.



Place a waste yarn marker on sinker loops between
16 and 17 each side of centre to indicate neck
opening. *Refer to page 17.*

10 ( Change to waste yarn and knit a few rows.

Break the waste yarn and remove it from the
Yarn Feeder. Remove any Weights and Comb.
Move the Carriage across the needlebed holding
the garment in one hand and it will be released

from the machine.

i
oRE,

| q ) Work as BACK to beginning of front neck opening
— the Row Counter reads 108.

5 stitches snin.-h::1

60 rows |

|

|

—

co em T eoEes e =21
—_ )
2 ( ) Set the Holding Cam Levers at each side of Car-
; riage to H.
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L43 47 stitches

R4

\

27 stitches

Push 47 needles (left 43 — right 4) needles at left
hand side to E position.
Rehang the Claw Weights at each end of knitting.

Set the Row Counter to 000.

Knit the right shoulder.
1) Knit 1 row. *Needles in E position are not
worked.

2) At the same side as the Carriage, decrease 4
stitches. *Refer to Method 1 page 47.*

3) At the beginning of next and alternate rows,
decrease 2 stitches x 2, then 1 stitch x 4.
There are 27 stitches. Knit until the Row
Counter reads 022.



( ) 4) Change to waste yarn, knit a few rows. Re-
move the Weights and Cast-on Comb and re-
lease the knitting from the machine.

Place the Carriage at the left. Hang the Weight.
Push the empty needles into A position. Push 39
needles (left 43 — left 5) at the left into D position,
leaving 8 needles at the centre in E position.

~ ) Set the Row Counter to 000.

57 ativciies 8 stisches Work the left shoulder the same way as the right,

= reversing all shapings. Chang? to waste yarn, knit

T, LEEEEETELE a few rows. Remove the Weights and release the
T TIII3] knitting from the machine.

Waste knitting

Push the empty needles into A position. Set the
Holding Cam Levers to N.

( — ) Knit a few rows in waste yarn and release the knit-
MMMMM@ ting from the mechine.

Waste knitting

e’

727 =



SLEEVES

1

f

29 58

S oyl 6V

T2 Waste knitting

=

Waste knitting |/

e

MAKE-UP

1

—

4 (7
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Knit a few rows with the waste yarn, 58 needles.
* Refer to page 23 — 24 (1 — 4)."

Set the Row Counter to 000.

To knit the SLEEVE, Tension Dial at 7, knit 4
rows increasing one stitch at each end of next and
every following 4 rows x 23. Knit until Row
Counter reads 94. *Refer to Method 1 page 48.*
Knit 7 rows without increasing. Break the main
yarn leaving a length of approximately 3 times
the width of the knitting.

Change to waste yarn, knit a few rows and release
work from machine.

BLOCK AND PRESS: —

Lay all pieces of knitting, wrong side up, on a
blocking surface and gently coax it into the cor-
rect shape and size. Pin the knitting to the surface
and press. Turn over to the right side and press

gently.

MAKE PLAIN HEM FOR BODICE & SLEEVE
1. BODICE
1) Place the Carriage at the left. Push 85

needles into B position. With the wrong
side of the BODICE facing you, fold the
waste knitting away from you. Pick up
sinker loops of the first row worked in
main yarn by overlapping the stitches on
every 8th need|es.






